Annotated Bibliography for the French (Haiti, Barthelemy, Guadeloupe, Martinique), Dutch (Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, St. Maarten, Saba and St. Eustatius, Suriname), and Spanish (Cuba, Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico) Speaking Caribbean
I. FRENCH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES
A. Haiti
1. Reports
Organization of American States: Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  Report on the Situation of Human Rights in Haiti.  Washington D.C.: General Secretariat Organization of American States (1995). 

This publication was found in the Florida Coastal School of Law Library Catalog and is a report produced by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  The report discusses the Human Rights situation in Haiti between January 1994 and January 1995.  This report was very easy to locate and would be of substantial use for those researching the topic of human rights violations under particular government regimes in Haiti.  Specifically, the report discusses violations that were committed by the illegal de facto regime in their efforts to stay in power.  Further, it describes the steps taken by the Organization of American States and the United Nations Organization to facilitate talks between the relevant parties, with the aim of promoting President Aristide’s return to and the restoration of the democracy in Haiti.  In this regard, the report finishes with a discussion of the return of the democratic regime to Haiti in 1994 after Aristide’s three year exile.  Overall, I think it serves as a valuable resource for anyone looking to research the role of human rights in Haiti coupled with the return to a democratic regime.  It provided a concise understanding of the government, and how Haiti was paving their way for the future in 1994.  The only criticism I have of this report is the fact that it is dated, and provides research on the legal status of Haiti for only a year or so.  Therefore, more current research would be needed to support this discussion on Human Rights in order to see how things may have changed just in the last ten years.  
Theophile J.B. Richard & Francois Latortue (eds.), General Secretariat, Organization of American States.  A Statement of the Laws of Haiti in Matters Affecting Business. (3rd Edition)  Washington D.C. (1974)

This report was located from researching the WorldCat Library and was sent the from law library at Florida State University.  This report would be useful if researching topics concerning commercial law, and it provides a summary of the basic legislation including industrial and labor law matters.  The great thing about this resource is that it is very simplified and easy to understand.  The editors distinctly separated each topic, and so it provides a great starting point for looking into the laws of Haiti.  It would be a good way to find a quick answer on a particular area of the law.  The only criticism I have of using this resource is to check and see how the laws may have changed since 1974, so that you have the most current writing of the legislation.  

2. Website
Republic of Haiti: 1987 Constitution of Haiti, available at http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutions/Haiti/haiti1987.html


This website was located after doing a general search on the internet for any information on Haiti, and it comes from Georgetown University Law School’s website.  It is a version of the Haitian Constitution translated into English, and according to the website it was last updated in November of 2005.  This is a great resource because it has been translated into English, and much of the information I found was in another language such as French, or Dutch.  Second, this is also a great resource because Georgetown has a fairly expansive database of information with respect to international topics in order to be able to conduct research effectively.  Finally, it is very easy to navigate Georgetown’s website, and to perform a variety of searches which turn out many resources.  There is not much to describe regarding the actual source because it is simply the Constitution of Haiti.  On a positive note, it is the full document in its entirety and so every singe article is included on this page.  The one criticism that makes it a little difficult is the Haitian Constitution has very few detailed headers, and so I would imagine it being difficult to easily locate the portion of the Constitution that one may wish to focus on when writing a paper on a particular topic.  Therefore, it may be a bit time consuming to peruse the entire document in order to find what you might be looking for.  All in all, it obviously serves as a great resource and first step into finding the laws of Haiti.   


B. Barthelemy

1. Article / Website
Chantal Decombe-Greaux, Political Pulse, The Overseas Collectivity of St. Barthelemy (June 2003), available at http://www.st-barths.com/editorials/chantal-decombe/june_2003.html

This webpage is an article from a publication entitled “Political Pulse”, and was written by Chantal Decombe-Greaux who is an attorney for a real estate counseling firm on St. Barthelemy and St. Martin.  The article is from 2003 and discusses the Overseas Collectivity of St. Barthelemy whereby the social, economic and geo-political realities of the country will finally receive legislative codification.  I can’t say that this article was found easily rather I simply stumbled upon it while doing research on the internet about St. Barthelemy.  This article is brief and does not provide an ample amount of information regarding St. Barthelemy, but if researching the legal system from an economic and business standpoint, it would be somewhat useful.  The article does succeed in introducing the how and by what Amendments the island of St. Barthelemy has moved forward with respect to the country’s economy.  It is a good starting point, especially that legal information on St. Barthelemy is limited in nature.     
C. Guadeloupe

1. Website
Guadeloupe. (2006)  Britannica Student Encyclopedia.  Encyclopedia Britannica Premium Service, available at http://www.britannica.com/ebi/article-54659

This webpage was discovered just by doing a search on Guadeloupe on the internet.  The Encyclopedia gives a basic description of the structure of the government and judicial system of Guadeloupe.  It does not provide a lot of information, but does lay the groundwork for the legal system in the country.  It is of course very easy to understand because the website is somewhat simplified.  Specifically, it describes the government and how it falls under the authority of France as a full region of that country, and divided into communes each governed by an elected municipal council.  The site also gives a brief description of the court system noting that it is a French system.  Again, this webpage will not necessarily be useful for substantive legal research, but is helpful in understanding the structure of the government.



2. Website / Case Law
In the Ezelin Case, available at http://hei.unige.ch/~clapham/hrdoc/docs/echrezelincase.txt (1991).

This case was not easy to find at all.  I was again doing a general search on the internet, and came across the actual webpage listed above.  In taking my research further I discovered that the site actually comes from the original website of the Graduate Institute of International Studies, Geneva which is located in France.  The Case is called the Ezelin Case, and comes from a judgment passed down from The European Court of Human Rights and specifically discusses Article 43 of the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.  The individual in this case, Roland Ezelin was a French national living in Basse-Terre, Guadeloupe and working as an attorney.  The proceeding was brought against Ezelin as a result of a number of Guadeloupe independence movements and trade unions holding a public demonstration at Basse-Terre to protest against two court decisions whereby prison sentences and fines were imposed on three militants for criminal damage to public buildings.  The applicant, Ezelin who was Vice-Chairman of the Trade Union of the Guadeloupe Bar at the time, took part and carried a placard.  Ezelin denied any involvement in damage to public buildings and claimed that he was only engaging in a peaceful protest, and that the sanction imposed on him infringed on his freedom of expression and of peaceful assembly.  The initial court of First Instance in Guadeloupe passed down a judgment against Ezelin imposing a sanction against him.  Subsequently, this court held that there was in fact a violation of Ezelin’s fundamental freedoms of expression under Article 11 of the Convention noted above, and Ezelin was awarded damages at a public hearing in Strasbourg.  This is an excellent resource for someone who would be researching human rights issues in Guadeloupe and the French Caribbean countries, as well as an individual’s fundamental rights in a democratic society in Guadeloupe.  It’s a very lengthy case and goes into great detail with respect to any and all applicable statutes in this country.   
II. NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

A. Generally

1. Book
Peter Haanappel, Ejan Mackaay, Hans Warendorf & Richard Thomas (trans.), The Civil Code of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.  The Hague, The Netherlands: Kluwer Law International. (2002).


This book was located in the same way that some of the other books were located in the case that they were not available at Florida Coastal’s Library.  I obtained this book through an ILL (Inter-Library Loan), but I first had to do a little research in order to find the book.  First, I went to the Florida Coastal Library website and looked under “Research Resources”, then “Subscription Databases”, and finally I clicked on “Firstsearch”.  Next, you are asked to type in the authorization code and password that are provided and it will bring you to the “Firstsearch” homepage, where you are to choose and “Advanced Search” and click on the WorldCat option.  This will then open up to a search area where I began typing in a variety of terms and found certain items that would be useful.  Once particular books were found that I thought would be useful, I then could check and see which libraries carried the book so that I could have it sent to me through an ILL.  This was a great way to obtain many of my sources because it provided me with a huge database of libraries all over the country, although the website tries to obtain the sources from the nearest library first.  Another, reason it was a great way to find sources was because each source found provided a short, but detailed enough blurb as to what the book was about, so that I didn’t waste my time.  Through this method I was able to locate the book listed above and it was shipped to me in about ten days from the St. Thomas University Law Library located in Miami Gardens, Florida.  This book is helpful when trying to find recent legislation from The Netherlands Antilles.  It has been translated into English and covers the areas of Patrimonial Law, Law of Property and Interests, Real Rights, General Part of the Law of Obligations, and Special Contracts.  As specified in the preface to this book, the Minister of Justice in the Netherlands Antilles welcomed this book primarily because of the fact that it provides a rare translation of the Dutch language and the relevant statutes, something which hasn’t been available before.  That being said, this book is obviously of great use to anyone wishing to obtain legislation from the Netherlands Antilles.    

2. Website / Report    

United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second Periodic Report Due in 1994: Netherlands Antilles.  CAT/C/25/Add.2. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add2.htm

I was able to locate this report while doing a search on the internet for any information on the Netherlands Antilles, and this report come from a website called Human Rights Internet and focuses on numerous publications and reports from the United Nations.  Again, it was not easy to find, but since there is a limit on the amount of published information from these countries I simply spent hours and hours doing a variety of random searches on the internet until I was able to discover sites like these. This report is an addendum to an earlier report submitted in connection with Article 19 of the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which was originally adopted in the Netherlands in 1989.  This is an excellent resource discussing the structure of the Kingdom of the Netherlands specifically pertaining to the Netherlands Antilles.  It then goes into the specifics of the Constitution of the Netherlands Antilles and the provisions which are relevant to cruel and inhuman treatment.  This is definitely a great source to prepare for a memo on human rights within the framework of the Netherlands Antilles as a whole, with some specificity towards Aruba and Curacao.  This report also provides a discussion on the jurisdiction of each of the countries within the Netherlands Antilles and states that certain fundamental rights may only be restricted by law passed by the Government and the Parliament of the Netherlands Antilles. This means that the administration of each of the five island territories of the Netherlands Antilles is not empowered to impose such restrictions.  Overall, this is a great resource and also serves as a link to the main Human Rights Resource, United Nations information, as well as a variety of published case law. 



3. Website / Case Law
United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second Periodic Report Due in 1994: Netherlands Antilles.  The Moreno G. Fabias case, CAT/C/25/Add.2. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add2.htm

This case was reported by the government of the Netherlands Antilles to Amnesty International as part of the addendum to the state party report listed above.  This case would serve the purpose of researching excessive force by the police and calls into question whether the police were fully justified in their actions and exactly how far they took the level of force used.  This case is not fully clear as to their being obvious police brutality and the officers contend that the arrestee Moreno Fabias was only struck twice with the baton.  On the other hand Fabias along with the doctor in the report, show that he was in fact beaten severely and had numerous contusions on his body.  Amnesty International’s opinion is that the Public Prosecutor should have investigated this case instead of dropping it due to conflicting opinions as to what took place.  This is another situation which shows the excessive force used by the police in the Netherlands Antilles and would provide good support for a comparative look into fundamental rights in this country versus similar 4th Amendment rights in the United States.  
B. Aruba

1. Website
United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second periodic report due in 1994: Netherlands Aruba, CAT/C/25/Add.5. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add5.htm


This state party report was once again found on the Human Rights Internet website and was a report provided to the United Nations.  This report serves two purposes: it gives a general overview of the laws and structure of Aruba and it provides specific information in connection with human rights violations and the protections afforded citizens of Aruba.  Most importantly, it also discusses the fact that in 1986 Aruba chose to break away from the Netherlands Antilles and is now considered a separate autonomy within the Kingdom of the Netherlands.      
C. Curacao

1. Website / Case Law
United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second Periodic Report Due in 1994: Netherlands Antilles.  The Henry Kenneth Every case, CAT/C/25/Add.2. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add2.htm

This case was reported by the government of the Netherlands Antilles and included into the addendum listed above.  I was able to locate this published case as a result of finding the state party report on the Human Rights website.  This case concerns reports of police brutality which took place in 1990 and 1991 and resulted in the death of Henry Kenneth Every.  This case among a few others were reported to Amnesty International at the request of Amnesty in order to shed light on cases of severe abuse by public officials in the Netherlands Antilles.  First, this case is useful because there are not too many published cases that I have been able to find regarding the Netherlands Antilles, for the most part because they are not in English.  Second, it provides a useful resource into violations of fundamental rights of citizens, and arguments and fact patterns that are very similar to 4th Amendment violations in the United States.        

United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second Periodic Report Due in 1994: Netherlands Antilles.  The Leroy Neil case, CAT/C/25/Add.2. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add2.htm

This was the second case reported by the government of the Netherlands Antilles to Amnesty International for their review of police brutality in the country of Curacao.  Leroy Neil was arrested in Curacao by the Narcotics Department and died at some point during the interrogation.  The coroner’s report revealed that Neil died of peritonitis, and so the issue discussed by Amnesty International was the degree of care given to a man suffering from peritonitis and secondly, the causation of the peritonitis.  Amnesty International reasoned that the lack of care provided to Neil exemplified cruel and inhuman treatment and a breach of all national and international standards in regards to the treatment of detainees and the duty of medical treatment owed to them.  Again, this is a great resource from Amnesty International if you’re doing research on human rights in the Netherlands Antilles or in Curacao specifically.  It also gives great insight into how government officials and the police force is run in Curacao if wanting to look into issues that would be comparable to 4th Amendment violations in the United States.   

United Nations, Committee against Torture.  State Party Report, Second Periodic Report Due in 1994: Netherlands Antilles.  The Xavier Fluonia case, CAT/C/25/Add.2. (1994), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/tbodies/cat-c-25-add2.htm

This is the fourth and final case reported by the government of the Netherlands Antilles in its report provided to Amnesty International and published in this addendum to a state party report for the United Nations.  This case also comes from Curacao and provides a report on excessive police brutality.  In addition to the police brutality and unlike the other cases, this was also a situation detailing unsafe and extremely unsanitary prison conditions.  The combination of all of these factors apparently led the prisoner to commit suicide.  The government of the Netherlands Antilles response to this case and the above listed cases, is that that a protocol is being developed to tackle efficiently and in a responsible manner the necessary investigation in the event of police brutality and/or ill-treatment by prison guards and continually to coordinate the activities of the Public Prosecution Office and the doctors concerned.  Once again, this case provides excellent research in a comparative paper discussing criminal procedure, and prison systems in other countries as compared to the United States. 
E. St. Maarten

1. Website 

Kingdom Charter of the Netherlands (1954), available at http://www.sintmaarten.net/newstatus/pdf/kingdom_charter.pdf#search='antilles%20constitution'

This link appears to be the Constitution adopted by the Netherlands Antilles in 1954, and I tried to figure out if it is still a current document, although was unable to do so.  Tracing the link backwards, I discovered it comes from a website which is the official site of the Bureau of Constitutional Affairs of St. Maarten.  Based on that, I am assuming that the document labeled as the Constitution of the Netherlands Antilles is the actual current version.  I found this link by doing a general search on the internet for anything related to St. Maarten, and in doing so realized it is very difficult to find any information at all.  The document showing the Constitution of the Netherlands Antilles is very self-explanatory, so there is no need to explain the resource in detail.  But, in order to find specific portions of the Constitution, or topic areas, one will have to go through the whole document because there are not many headers.  The headers that are included are not very helpful in determining the area of law that is being discussed.  All in all, the Constitution of the Netherlands Antilles is a very important and useful document when trying to write a paper, but it will not be very easy to navigate. 
Government of the Island Territory of St. Maarten: Government Administration Building, Philipsburg, St. Maarten.  Saint Martin as a Country within the Kingdom of the Netherlands: Synopsis of the Position Paper of the Government of the Island Territory of Sint Maarten. (May 2001), available at http://www.sintmaarten.net/newstatus/pdf/govt-synopsis.pdf 


This document was found on the same site as the above site which is the official internet website of the Constitutional Affairs of the Government of St. Maarten.  This is an excellent document to have located because it speaks of St. Maarten’s desire and efforts to change their political make-up and attempt to become an independent country under the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  Unlike many of the other documents from other countries that do not label or organize the documents in such a way as to be able to navigate and research them easily, this document begins with a table of contents.  This is great because it provides a much easier means to quickly and efficiently find what you might be looking for within the document instead of having to read through the entire thing.  Upon reading the introduction to this document I for the first time realized that St. Maarten is actually governed by the country of Curacao, and then falling under the ultimate power of the Netherlands Antilles, and so their wish is to be an independent territory of the Netherlands alone.  Of all the documents I have discovered thus far, giving the details of various countries, this synopsis as it is called, has given by far the best insight into how this country wishes to be run.  It is definitely the most detailed, and understandable of all the other research I have been able to find.  In comparison to the Constitution of the United States, it seems as though St. Maarten is deriving much of their ideas from the United States as evidence by their reference to having a Bill of Rights included in their proposed Constitution.  Therefore, I definitely recommend this document as a great resource when researching the current state of St. Maarten as well as the intentions they have for their country in the coming years.   
F. Suriname

1. Website
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.  Core Document for Part of the Reports for States Parties: Suriname, HRI/CORE/1/Add.39/Rev.1 (1998), available at http://www.hri.ca/fortherecord1999/documentation/coredocs/hri-core-1-add39-rev1.htm


This is another document located on the website Human Rights Internet and was published by the United Nations.  This document is of a general nature and includes a variety of information with regards to the country of Suriname.  It goes through the political structure of the government, the protection of human rights and how Suriname is a party to particular conventions discussing the fundamental rights of human beings, and finally it includes a copy of the Constitution.  The Constitution is definitely not the type of document for which you would be able to derive a lot of information.  It is very bare and does not have a lot of substance, so if researching Suriname it will be important to find a number of other legal documents or statutes to supplement the information found within the Constitution.  Overall, this is a good source and starting point for researching this country, but is very skeletal. Although, on the other hand I have found it extremely difficult to find any information at all on some of the smaller countries in the Netherlands Antilles, including Suriname.  
III. SPANISH CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES
A. Cuba

1. Book
Debra Evenson, Law and Society in Contemporary Cuba. The Hague, The Netherlands: Kluwer Law International. (2003).

This book is located in the Florida Coastal School of Law Library and was easy to find just by doing a search in the library’s catalog.  This is a great book for researching the current state of the law and society in Cuba because it was published in 2003.  Furthermore, the book organized very well in that the first chapter discusses the socialist government on a broad level.  The three chapters that follow each describe citizens’ rights, the judicial system, and the development of the legal profession and practice of law.  Finally, for anyone that would be researching a particular area of the law, chapters 5-9 in turn each discuss equality, family law, criminal law, property, and economic regulations.  Many of the sources which have been found tend to discuss the legal systems of the various counties as a whole, whereas this book has conveniently broken it down into specific legal fields.  Therefore, this book is extremely beneficial for really getting into specific areas of the law.  This is the second edition of this book because as the author points out, there were significant changes to the law since the first publication in 1994.  Furthermore, as the author mentions in her preface, this edition includes new material on the legal developments supporting economic reforms through 2002.  All in all, I found this to be an excellent resource in researching the current legal system of Cuba.    


2. Website
Cubanet Documents.  Constitution of the Republic of Cuba, 1992, available at http://www.cubanet.org/ref/dis/const_92_e.htm 


This resource is fairly self-explanatory as are many of the other references to various Constitutions of the countries being researched.  This was simply found by doing a search for information on Cuba, and was found on a website entitled Cubanet.  This site most certainly contains other documents relevant to the laws and government of Cuba.  One positive remark about this document is that this version of the Constitution is originally in English and so it was not necessary to have it translated.  Overall, I would recommend this document because it is a worthwhile place to start in order to research the laws of Cuba.
B. Dominican Republic

1. Website
Constitution Politica of the Dominican Republic of 2002, available at http://pdba.georgetown.edu/Constitutions/DomRep/domrep02.html

This was another document I was able to find on Georgetown Law’s website, and although it was originally in Spanish, Yahoo was able to translate it to English.  This Constitution was voted and proclaimed by the National Assembly of the Dominican Republic.  It is a good source because it has good headers making it easier to sort through the Constitution, and it also has a very extensive section on fundamental rights that would be comparable to the Bill of Rights in the United States.  One of the criticisms of the translated document is that some of the words either have not translated at all, or have been translated improperly.  It is decent enough to be comprehensible although some areas are very confusing due to the language barrier.  That being said it is still a very useful resource in looking into the government and laws of the Dominican Republic.    
C. Puerto Rico

1. Website
The Constitution of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, available at http://www.elboricua.com/BKConstitution.html (Last updated April 2006)

I located a copy of the Puerto Rican Constitution within the website entitled “El Boricua” which is a bilingual, cultural publication for Puerto Ricans.  Obviously the Puerto Rican Constitution is the easiest to understand both because this version was published in English, and also because it most closely resembles the Constitution of the United States.  Being that Puerto Rico is a province of the United States, it makes sense that it is so similar to our Constitution.  Specifically, the Puerto Rican Constitution clearly breaks down the document into a Bill of Rights section, Legislative section, Executive, and finally a section on the Judiciary.  Finally, the document is followed by a section of Amendments, Senatorial and Representative Districts, and lastly a section on Transitory Provisions.  Therefore, this is a necessary document to utilize if researching any topic within the realm of a discussion on Puerto Rico. 
LexJuris Puerto Rico: Laws of Puerto Rico, available at http://www.lexjuris.com/lexleyes.htm (Last updated 2005)


I discovered this website by doing a search on the internet for the statutes of Puerto Rico.  I came across LexJuris and in browsing the site I realized this is probably the most comprehensive website available in order to research the laws and statutes of Puerto Rico.  Note, the website required a translation by Yahoo, and so some of the translations are not entirely accurate.  Regardless this is still the most comprehensive body of information I have been able to find for Puerto Rico.  This website provides every single law of Puerto Rico from the current state of the law in 2006 back to at least 1997.  It also includes the statutory laws of Puerto Rico, Laws of Professions, Main Codes, Laws of Vehicles and Transit, and Projects of Laws of the Senate and House of Representatives.  It would took a substantial amount of time to detail each and every area of law this website includes, so it is safe to say that it will have relevant information on any area of law within Puerto Rico.  It seems to be a very clear and easy to navigate website, and so I highly recommend this site for researching and writing a paper, comparative or otherwise, on the country of Puerto Rico. 
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